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A writer retains individuality, when he adopts his own style and idiom in his
writings. Manzoor Kohyar is among such writers who have maintained their
individual identity in diction and style in short stories.

Manzoor Kohyar has dexterously delineated a panorama of different
dimensions of human behavior in simple and easy to understand form of
writing. He hurls a satire on queer characters without provocation. That is also
an %pt art of the writer to expose condemnable crimes of the criminals in covert
words.

In little story “Sacha koora rishta” (The so called relations) he reveals
rapacity of blood relations, brothers and sisters who became bitter and brawl at
the property bequeathed by their bachelor brother.

In “Radi kitabcho” (Useless booklet) the writer berates a braggart and short-
sighted litterateur who remains in a shallow shell of self glorification and does
not acknowledge ability and scholarship of others. In “Biti saza” (Dual
punishmentl) he delineates courtly characters of jaded judges who punish the
people to please their patrons and dictators.

In “Shahar andho thi wayo” (the city gone upside-down) he depicts
deplorable apathy and insensitivity of modern man who appears’ indifferent to
the suffering of the humble souls.

In “Mal-e-Ganimat” a_booty) the writer has drawn discerned delineation of
the plight of a helpless widow and her daughters, who like dreaded deer, were
attacked unawares by their relatives as if they were voracious wild wolves
prompted by bestial lust. It indicates disappearance of worthy values of saving
sanctity of woman in villages by villagers who were once known by their
rectitude and respect for woman.

In “Sadh” (An upright—man) the writer depicts duplicity of the people who do
not let a person lead a peaceful life when he quits crimes, but start persecuting
him persistently.

In “The flag of honour” the writer narrates negative role of sponsors,
teachers and leaders who exploit and abuse enthusiastic handsome youth that
disheartens and dampens the spirit of the budding youth.

In “Dughran man, phathal zindagi” (Lives smarting under sufferings) Mr.
Kohyar portrays the persecution of the police inflicted upon the innocent people



whose wherewithal is often snatched by the police. As the police use dacoit
factor as an alibi to exact money from the villagers.

In “Jagirdar zehan” (Feudal mind-set) he depicts true colors of aristocrats
who maintain their myopic mindset even in mingling with modest mystics.

In “Degree yafta gadah” ‘degree holder donkey) he likens an idiot scholar
with an ass, who does not demonstrate discernment, sober sagacity and
erudition, but acts stupidly like a dunce decorated with degrees.

In brief, Mr. Manzoor Kohyar’s both short and short-short stories will
provide penetrative perceptions to readers to see human behavior through the
prism of his pen.

He deserves laudation for his short-short stories which are pregnant with
meaningful message for readers who will conform to Coleridge’s this point of
view.

“A dwarfish whole, its body brevity and wit its soul”

Jam Jamali

House no. 62-B

Sachal Sarmast Township
LARKANA

Cell no. 0307-347483|

Kohyar, the storyteller

Story—telling, perhaps is as old as the oldest spoken language itself. Ever since
humans started using language to share their life experiences, these
communications often took the form of stories.

Stories emanate from personal experiences and observations. Needless to say,
that a story—teller is an ardent observer of the daily life.

Storytelling has gone through different themes, ever since it took the form of
published literature. From Romanticism to Realism, the writers have kept the
tradition going. Nathaniel Hawthorne, an early Romanticist, had Aisfory as an
important theme in his tales of love. Hiding away, lessons for the readers in
such writings, authors such as Henry James, Nikolai Gogol, Anton Chekhov and
Herman Melville paved the way for Realism through their writings. Forced to
‘get real’, since creativity and imagination were less than appreciated, they still
managed to create masterpieces out of the boring, everyday life.

The twentieth century in its early years, gave birth to many a factors that were
to change the face of the world. Industrialization, rapid transportation, First
World War, mass communication, the studies of Sigmund Freud, Darwin and
Marx and the rapid advancement of science and technology, created the most
confusing periods of human history. This is what brought to us, what we call
today the modern history or the trend of modernism. The modern short story
reflected the tensions and transformations of this confusing period. Writers
began to experiment with the traditional form of writing and challenged the
readers’ preconceived notions of value and order. Ernest Hemingway, Scott
Fitzgerald, William Faulkner and Djuna Barnes were a few of the modernist
writers.



After the Second World War, a general sense of depression and hopelessness
prevailed. Having witnessed the cruelty, the destruction and inhumanity, writings
too became estranged. Post—-modern fiction tends to use irony, contradiction,
surrealism and absurdity, reflecting reality in a disjointed and dangerous
manner, if at all.

Come the 1970’s and 1980’s, a new mode of writing known as minimalism
became very popular. Minimalism presents a bare, simplified version of some
event, insisting that the reader imagine the rest of the circumstances and their
probable impact. It is characterized by ordinary subject matter and
straightforward narratives. It is, in a way, an attempt to reflect upon the growing
corr&plexities of the world without trying to explain the presented reality to the
reader.

Over the past decade, short stories have taken many forms and no longer
follow a general theme as opposed to early times. Writing styles such as Micro
Fiction, Flash Fiction, the Short Short-Story, Sudden Fiction and Fast Fiction
have come into existence.

Sindhi Short Story too has been affected by most if not all of the above factors.
Writers have embraced the different styles, whether consciously or not.
Manzoor Kohyar’s stories span from the traditional diction to minimalism and
everything in between. This book in particular is an amalgamation of his life
experiences and observations. He shows the cultural objectivity in stories,
‘Sachaa koorra Rishta’ (So called Relgtions), ‘Maal e Ghaneemat’ (Booty),
‘Saadh’ (Saint) and ‘tyon'subub’ (the 3" reason).

He goes on to show the subjectivity of life, the human emotions, and paints
nostalgia in ‘Sachi aen Lajawab Kahanni’ (the true story), ‘Dojhiran men
phaathal zindagi® (life of misery) and more.

His commentary on the prevailing socio—political condition comes to life in ‘Raj—
karth® (the kingmakers) and others.

He has also included in this book some of his Sufi Stories, presenting collective
wisdom and pluralism.

He ventures into satire and social and technological realism in ‘Doctrate’
(Dfoctorate), ‘Syaasat’ (Politics), ‘Showbiz jo maanho’ (the show—man) to name
a few.

His unique style of writing is unmistakable in all of his stories. He uses it to
successfully convey the story, making the user experience the situation rather
than just read through.

This being his third book of short stories, is a roaring reply to the fraction of the
literary community that believes the short story to be dead. While the oral
storytelling will never die as long as humans continue to communicate,
Kohyar’s stories are a proof that the written Sindhi short story lives on.



